MLA Address

(who is my MLA: http://www.assembly.ab.ca/net/index.aspx?p=mla_home )

Date

Dear  MLA ,

We are your constituents but also have a summer place at Pigeon Lake on Itaska Beach where some very significant environmental issues continue to impact the quality of water and the root cause is being, in our view,  neglected by the Provincial  government.  Basically Lake water quality is being affected by untreated sewage and wastewater seeping into the lake from cottage sites that are not on a municipal sewage system.  

The Summer Villages of Itaska, Golden Days, Argentia and Silver Beach and the County of Wetaskiwin at Mulhurst Bay had the foresight seventeen years ago to build with the Provinces assistance a Municipal sewage system for the residents of the five municipalities.    The County of Wetaskiwin has since expanded this collection system to include other residents around Mulhurst Bay.  All sewage and wastewater from these municipalities is treated at the “North East Pigeon Lake Regional Services” (NEPL) lagoon east of Mulhurst Bay.  All treated waste is released under provincial monitoring into the Pipestone Creek twice a year.  There is no untreated sewage or otherwise seeping into the lake from the 1000 lots being serviced by the NEPL facility.

That is not the case in the six other summer Villages plus the County of Leduc on the North shore.   While some waste is being trucked to NEPL and Thorsby from these Municipalities the dumping statistics maintained by the NEPL Commission show that less than half of the residents in these municipalities are even pumping out.  Furthermore the waste being received by the NEPL at its Mulhurst facility is so solid laden that obviously the dumping residents are disposing of their grey water through other means.   These other means are to let it drain into the ground and eventually follow the land elevation into Pigeon Lake.    This contaminant source plus those not dumping at all are putting into Pigeon Lake an enormous amount of untreated sewage plus unnatural nutrients that promote Algae Blooms. 
This statement is supported by Alberta Health water testing records on Pigeon Lake.
Development at Pigeon Lake these past ten years has been an enormous boom to the Community and the Province.   Unfortunately only those Municipalities under the environment umbrella of the NEPL have been able to take the boom without impacting the water quality in the lake.     The other Municipalities are just further increasing what was a problem before the development boom began.

To date in spite of a lot of smoke screens the other delinquent Municipalities have not taken the initiative to put in wastewater collection and treatment facilities.  Nor have they taken the steps to change their Municipality Bylaws banning, outhouse, fields, leaking septic tanks and grey wells.   

In summary the respective Councils have not taken the responsibility expected of them as Municipal leaders to move forward on initiatives relative to wastewater treatment that is in keeping with the NEPL mandate.  It is here that I feel the Provincial Government should be stepping in and taking a strong hand to force these Municipalities to take action immediately on liquid waste.  The province has strong regulations regarding solid waste but no plan as to treatment of liquid waste at Pigeon Lake or other lake communities in the province.

The Ministries involved here are Environment, Health and Wellness, Infrastructure and Transportation, and Municipal Affairs and Housing.  These four key Ministers to this problem must find a solution to put treatment of liquid waste on the same level of importance as solid waste in the Pigeon Lake watershed.  They is no hesitation to get into compliance on solid waste – so bring down the hammer on liquid waste treatment
I would urge you to bend the ear of Minister Renner toward making assistance in the creation of a regional sewage treatment lagoon for the Pigeon Lake drainage basin a priority, both in terms of policy, common bylaws and financial assistance and, as well, to support the creation of a water shed stewardship controlled area.  Finally, we would urge you to suggest to other Cabinet colleagues presently supporting additional infrastructure monies to significantly increase the priority of protection of our water resources, both for consumption and recreation.  A last point would be to urge these Ministers to act together towards this common cause.  This would be a united provincial front with strong consequences to those municipalities not moving quickly to get into compliance.
A last statement would be to draw addition to these delinquent communities assessment base and their ability to pay as did the founding partners of the NEPL seventeen years ago.

As a “Community and Guardian’ of natural resources for future Albertans, we really need your strong action and commitment to follow through on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Your Constituent,

